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GREAT BRITAIN Celebrates QEII MILESTONE
By Arthur P. von Reyn
The Royal Mail issued on February 4
eight stamps featuring photographs of the
Queen Elizabeth II throughout her 70-year
reign as part of Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Since 2015, the monarch has been
the longest reigning in British history.
“These stamps are a celebration of the
second Elizabethan Age and a tribute to
a remarkable lifetime of duty and public
service,” Simon Thompson, CEO, Royal
Mail, said. “We are honored to be releasing them to mark the occasion of the first
Platinum Jubilee in the UK’s history, a
momentous occasion.”
Although these stamps and those from
many British Commonwealth countries

have already been issued, the official
celebration will occur June 2-5, when
the weather in the United Kingdom will
hopefully be more cooperative for such
festivities.
Elizabeth’s reign began on February
6, 1952 with the death of her father,
George VI. She was only 25 years old.
Her coronation took place more than
a year after her accession, on June 2,
1953. In addition to being the longest
reigning British monarch, she is the
longest-serving female head of state in
history, the oldest living and longestreigning current monarch, and the oldest
and longest-serving incumbent head of
state.

Great Britain’s Royal Mail issued on February 2 a set of eight stamps for the Platinum Jubilee of Queen
Elizabeth II’s reign. The stamps are available in sheet, stamp set and presentation pack form.
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During her reign, Africa was decolonized, Great Britain joined the European
community and subsequently withdrew,
and the United Kingdom suffered though
the “Troubles” in Northern Ireland. Her
realm has been reduced in size over time
as Ceylon, Pakistan, South Africa and a
number of smaller constituents withdrew
from the British Commonwealth and
became republics. Of the larger Commonwealth countries, Australia, Canada and
New Zealand remain.
Continued on Page 3

USPS RELIEF BILL
BECOMES LAW
By Arthur P. von Reyn
After about a two-week delay due to a
technicality, the bipartisan Postal Service
Reform Act of 2022 sailed through the
U.S. Senate on March 8 by a 79-19 vote.
Having been passed by the U.S. House
by a similar majority, the legislation was
signed by President Biden on April 6, the
same day that the U.S. Postal Service filed
with the Postal Rate Commission to increase first-class rates 6.5 percent, making
the cost of a first class letter 60¢ instead of
58¢ (see related story, page 3).
The law will save the U.S. Postal Service about $50 billion in employee health
care related costs over a 10 year period by
eliminating a requirement that it pre-fund
health benefits for current and retired employees for 75 years.
Since 2007 the USPS has amassed $90
billion in losses due to the pre-funding
requirement, one that no other federal
agency or private business faced.
The law does require the USPS to continue six day a week delivery, develop an
online weekly performance data dashboard
by ZIP code, and expand special rates for
local newspaper distribution.

UPCOMING EVENTS

EDITOR’S MUSINGS

DPCPS meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesdays
January through October and on the second Wednesday in November and December, at the Edgemere Retirement Community, 8523
Thackery Street in Dallas, Texas. Call to order is 7:30 p.m., but
most members arrive by 7:00 p.m. for socializing and trading.
April 8-9
DALLAS TSDA, DoubleTree Hotel, 1981
North Central Expy., Richardson, TX 75081.
(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4).
April 13
DPCPS MEETING, Program: Wineburgh
Philatelic Research Library, presented by presented by Cassandra Galus-Zawojek, Curator,
WPRL, Special Collections, Eugene McDemmott Library, UT-Dallas.
April 27
DPCPS MEETING, Program: Collecting the
Presidents, American Topical Association video
presentation.
May 11
DPCPS MEETING, Program: Quarterly auction.
Lots may be brought to the meeting.
May 25
DPCPS MEETING, Program: The Story Behind
the Stamp, presented by various members.
June 8
DPCPS MEETING, Philatelic Subjects Related
to the Letter T, presented by various members.
June 22
DPCPS MEETING, Program to be announced.
June 24-25
OKPEX 2022, Reed Conference Center, 5800
Will Rogers Rd., Midwest City, OK 73110. (Friday 10-6, Saturday 9-4). http://www.okcsc.org.
June 24-25
DALLAS TSDA, DoubleTree Hotel, 1981
North Central Expy., Richardson, TX 75081.
(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4).
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BY ARTHUR VON REYN

You may have heard that I have resigned as
your newsletter editor and webmaster. This was
mainly due to my relationship with the current
club president during the first three months of
the year being less than cordial. Thus, I believed
it would be best to remove myself from club
activities rather than be an impediment to his agenda. I originally
intended not to publish this edition, but finally decided to do so
belatedly in order to provide an explanation for my disappearance. It was more than half done anyway!
Some may argue with the advent of email, a newsletter is a
slow and antiquated method of communication. None the less,
every philatelic organization I have joined does have a newsletter,
and the better the newsletter, the more the group thrives. I might
also mention that a regular publication binds a group together,
whether members are able to attend meetings or not.
It is my understanding that your past president, Stan Bartnikowski, has volunteered to replace me as editor. I hope you will
consider the tremendous amount of effort and time it takes to publish a newsletter and make his job easier by contributing regularly
to this publication, be it articles or even classified advertisements.
I remember back in the 1950s one could go into many five and
dime stores and find a selection of stamp packets, usually supplied by H.E. Harris & Company.
In Irving, where I grew up, next to each other in the tiny downtown area were two five-and-dime competitors, one being Ben
Franklin and the other Duke and Ayres. Only the latter was large
enough to have anything philatelic.
I soon discovered the Yellow Pages section of the Irving phone
book had a listing under “stamps for collectors.” Only two blocks
away from the Main Street emporiums was an office supply store
whose proprietor, Donald Peck, collected stamps. Not only did he
sell single U.S. stamps, but offered what seemed to be hundreds
of home-made country stamp packets that
were far better than the
variety store items. He
also stocked a range of
Minkus products, including some specialty
country albums, one of
which I still use.
I tell this story in
hopes perhaps you will
share your early philatelic experiences with
your new editor. So I
close with a photo I
took at a Hobby Lobby
store. While five and
dimes are long gone,
you can still get a taste
of the “good old days.”
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