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CLUB leaders for
2022 nominated
Announced during the regular club
meeting on October 27 were the 2022
club officer and director nominees.
Bill Laupus was nominated to succeed Stan Bartnikowksi as president.
Mark Solomon was selected to take
over Laupus’ duties as vice-president.
Holdovers from this year are Rod Gabel, treasurer and Rick Hosler, secretary.
Fernando Torres would replace Ben
Scholkne, serving as a director through
2024. Stuart Barzune’s and Joe Baker’s
terms as directors aren’t expired; they
will remain on the board through 2022
and 2023 respectively.
Committee appointees, are Rick Hosler, membership; Art von Reyn, newsletter/website; George Clayton, Edgemere
liaison; Rod Gabel, appraisal; and Jack
Urish, acquisitions. As past president,
Stan Bartnikowski is automatically a
board member, as well as those serving
as unelected committee appointees.
The election for officers and directors
will be held during the annual holiday
dinner at the Edgemere on December 8.
The nomination committee consisted
of Stan Bartnikowski, Rod Gabel and
Geoff Owens.

PENNY BLACK MAY FETCH $8 MILLION
By Arthur P. von Reyn
A pristine copy of the world’s first postage stamp, Great Britain’s Penny Black,
is expected to fetch £4 to £6 million ($5.5
to $8.2 million) when it is offered at a December 7 Sotheby’s auction in London.
Although the Scott Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue prices a mint, hinged
copy of the Penny Black at $11,000, this
one is an impression from plate 1a —the
first printed sheet—and is lettered “A-I.”
According to Sotheby’s October 26,
2021, press release, “Rediscovered nearly
three decades ago but not fully recognized
until much more recently, the stamp’s
identification began when British businessman and philatelist Alan Holyoake
came into the possession of The Wallace
Document, to which the stamp is attached,
almost 10 years ago.”
The Wallace Document refers to member of parliament Robert Wallace, who

was successful in setting up a commission
responsible for postal reform, eventually
working with Rowland Hill. The document was part of Wallace’s scrapbook.
On the same
page as the
Penny Black
is a proof of
the Mulready
stationery
design, issued
in envelope
and letter sheet
form.
The Wallace
correspondence This Penny Black copy from
the first printed sheet was
subsequently
pasted into a scrapbook.
passed to the
Caldwell family in Scotland in 1855.
In 1991 it was consigned to Cavendish
Philatelic Auctions who sold it to an
Continued on Page 8

By Arthur P. von Reyn
Be prepared to pay even more to ship
holiday parcels via the U.S. Postal Service
this year thanks to a temporary rate hike
that went into effect October 3 and continues through December 26.
What is essentially a surcharge on the

regular package rates was announced in
an August 10, 2021, news release that included the statement “This temporary rate
adjustment is similar to one in 2020 that
anticipated heightened peak-season package and shipping demand, which typically
results in extra handling costs.”
The 2020 temporary rate adjustment
referred to above affected only commercial customers; they receive substantial
discounts on mailing packages. Buried
further in the August 10 news release was
the phrase the increase “...would affect
prices on commercial and retail domestic
competitive parcels...” What retail means
in USPS parlance is the prices the average
consumer pays at a post office counter.
For retail customers, the increase for
priority mail flat rate boxes and envelopes
is 75¢ while other priority mail, express
Continued on Page 8

USPS’ UNWELCOME HOLIDAY GIFT
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

DPCPS meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesdays
January through October and on the second Wednesday in November and December, at the Edgemere Retirement Community,
8523 Thackery Street in Dallas, Texas. Call to order is 7:30 p.m.,
but most members arrive by 7:00 p.m. for socializing and trading.
Meetings are also simulcast on the internet beginning at 7:20 p.m.
November 10
DPCPS MEETING, Program: Annual
Bourse, Check your closet and bring those
duplicate and other philatelic treasures to trade
and sell.
November 12-13 MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB EXPO,
Grapevine Convention Center,1209 Main St.,
Grapevine, TX 76051. (Friday 10-5, Saturday
9-4). http://www.mid-citiesstampclub.com/
index.htm
November 24
DPCPS MEETING, Distribution of Jack’s
Albums, no formal meeting or program.
December 8
DPCPS MEETING, Dinner and Annual
Meeting at the Edgemere. Details on opposite
page.
December 10-11 DALLAS TSDA, DoubleTree Hotel, 1981
North Central Expy, Richardson, TX 75081.
(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4).
January 12
DPCPS MEETING, Program: The French
Colonial Chad to Rhine Issues, presented by
Geoff Owens.
January 26
DPCPS MEETING, Program: Philatelic
Quiz, presented by Art von Reyn. Prizes to be
awarded for best scores.
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2021 DPCPS OFFICERS
President – Stan Bartnikowski (stan.bartnikowski@gmail.com)
Vice-President – Bill Laupus (walsr4005@juno.com)
Secretary – Rick Hosler (rhosler44@gmail.com)
Treasurer – Rod Gabel (gabelassoc@sbcglobal.net)
Past President – Geoff Owens
DPCPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joe Baker • Stuart Barzune • Ben Schkolne
Membership in the Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society is available
to all persons of good character who are interested in philately. Dues
are $12 per year (higher for mailed newsletters). For more information, contact: (972) 956-6840 or: apvr@msn.com. For a membership
application, write to: Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society, c/o Rick
Hosler, 4601 S. Versailles Ave., Dallas, TX 75209.
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BY STAN BARTNIKOWSKI

It’s been a challenging two years serving as
your president, with COVID-19 forcing us to
meet on Zoom, then returning to the Edgemere
wearing masks (at least for entry) while still
including those joining via Zoom. It is now time
to introduce a new team, with fresh ideas, to
manage our club. I would like to thank the officers, directors and
committee chairmen for their support during my tenure: officers
Bill Laupus, our vice-president and program chairman: meeting
the challenge of coaxing our club members into making presentations; Rick Hosler, our new secretary who has come quickly
up to speed and is doing a great job as secretary; and Rod Gabel
continuing his careful managing of club funds as treasurer. Also,
our directors: Ben Schkolne, who has completed his three-year
term as director—thank you, Ben for your service; Stuart Barzune
and Joe Baker. I would also like to thank our committee chairmen
who do not serve as officers or directors: Art von Reyn, George
Clayton, Jack Urish and Paul Witthoeft.
Thanks to Art’s recruitment letter, we have added 15 new
members. Kudos to Art! Please extend a warm welcome to these
new members as they show up at the meetings. One of these new
members is deaf. It would be great if we could find someone
who can sign for us at future meetings. If you know of someone,
please contact me at stan.bartnikowski@gmail.com.
Stay happy, safe, and healthy. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving
and a happy Hanukkah or Christmas!

EDITOR’S MUSINGS

BY ARTHUR VON REYN

The U.S. Postal Service is increasing the
quantities of those imperforate press sheets it
began selling earlier this year. Collectors have
complained the sheets were never available
because dealers and speculators hovered over the
USPS website waiting for them to go on sale,
then almost instantly bought the entire stock for resale at exorbitant prices. Bill Glicker, the director of USPS stamp services,
was reported on the Virtual Stamp Club website as saying, “What
you’ll see going forward is an increased number, so that we can
help those who want to have them, get them, and if we notice that
our increase isn’t enough, we’ll increase again.” The imperforate
press sheets are currently produced for non-booklet commemorative issues. From mid-2016 until early 2016, they were also sold
for various issues, but were dropped due to insufficient sales.
Don’t forget about attending the Mid-Cities Stamp Club Expo,
to be held Friday and Saturday, November 12-13, at the Grapevine Convention Center in Grapevine, Texas. This is one of only
two stamp shows in Texas that are club-sponsored and have
exhibits. For those of you who are unaware, I was instrumental
in starting this event back in 1987, for the principal reason that at
the time there were no stamp shows being held in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area; the closest thing was the dealer only bourses that are
still being held by the Texas Stamp Dealers Association. Back
then, even street level stamp shops still existed in the DFW area.
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